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STAN 
THE 
MAN

HE’S BEST KNOWN FOR ACTING, AND WITH TWO 
BLOCKBUSTER MOVIES THIS SPRING, HIS FILM 
CAREER SHOWS NO SIGNS OF SLOWING DOWN, 

BUT STANLEY TUCCI ALSO EXCELS AS 
A DIRECTOR, IN THE KITCHEN, AND AS 

A FATHER, TOO, FINDS ELAINE LIPWORTH

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID ELLIS
GROOMING CATHERINE SCOBLE

TAKING ON DIFFERENT 
ROLES: Stanley Tucci is 
known for his parts in The 
Devil Wears Prada and 
The Lovely Bones, but the 
actor’s talents extend far 
beyond acting: he’s as 
competent cooking family 
dinners in his kitchen in 
Barnes as he is playing a 
varied array of characters 
on the big screen.
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I
T’S NOON ON M

onday m
orning and S

tanley 
Tucci needs a coffee. A

ctually, m
ake that 

a scotch. The consum
m

ate actor didn’t 
get m

uch sleep – one-and-a-half hours to be 
precise – and could do w

ith som
ething a little 

stronger than caffeine. Tucci and his second 
w

ife, literary agent F
elicity B

lunt (the sister of 
actress E

m
ily B

lunt), w
ere up until daw

n w
ith 

their tw
o-year-old son, w

ho couldn’t settle. 
That m

eant Tucci spent m
ost of S

unday night 
“lying w

ide aw
ake on the floor” com

forting his 
little boy, until he finally fell asleep. “I got to m

y 
ow

n bed at 7am
,” he says, com

m
enting that, 

as an
y p

aren
t w

ill testify, th
ere are ch

allen
g

es 
th

at run parallel to the joys of fam
ily life: 

notably sleep deprivation. “I’m
 delirious, 

I don’t know
 w

here I am
,” Tucci laughs, 

accepting the offer of a large, restorative 
tum

bler of B
alblair – “w

ith a dash of w
ater.”

Tucci, 56, and B
lunt, 36, live in B

arnes w
ith 

their toddler and the actor’s three teenagers, 
from

 his m
arriage to social w

orker K
ate Tucci, 

w
ho lost her battle w

ith breast cancer in 2009. 
It’s a short taxi ride from

 the fam
ily hom

e to 
square m

ile’s studio in C
lapham

 and the actor 
arrives looking dapper as alw

ays, dressed in 
a dark blue cashm

ere jum
per and jeans. If he’s 

feeling w
orse for w

ear, you’d never know
 it.

S
ettling dow

n to chat in our bright w
hite, 

pristine photographic studio, Tucci – w
hose 

film
s include The D

evil W
ears Prada (2006), 

Spotlight (2015), The Lovely B
ones (2009) for 

w
hich he received an O

scar nom
ination, and 

the new
 big-screen version of B

eauty and the 
B

east (m
ore on w

hich soon) – is on fine form
. 

C
racking jokes, he puts everyone on the set 

at ease. A
nd revived by his lunchtim

e pick-m
e-

up, Tucci gam
ely gets suited and booted for 

our cover shoot. H
e is particularly enthusiastic 

about a striped, lightw
eight cotton, Thom

 
S

w
eeney suit from

 the brand’s S
S

17 collection.
F

ashion, or at least high-quality clothing, 
has alw

ays been of interest to Tucci. It’s the 
Italian in him

. The oldest of three children, 
both his parents – Joan a w

riter and S
tanley 

senior an art teacher – have roots in C
alabria, 

the toe of Italy’s boot-shaped peninsula. 
G

row
ing up in K

atonah, in W
estchester 

C
ounty, N

ew
 York, “I w

as brought up to dress 
w

ell,” says Tucci. “W
hen w

e cam
e hom

e from
 

school, w
e had to change our clothes and put 

on w
hat m

y parents called ‘play clothes’. You 
w

ore your nicer clothes to school. B
ecause 

w
e lived in the country on a cul-de-sac, there 

w
as a lot of playing outside in the w

oods, so 
it m

ade sense.” Tucci’s sartorial sensibilities 
are in his D

N
A

. “M
y dad w

as alw
ays nicely 

dressed. H
e w

ent to school every day in a 
jacket and tie.” H

is current style? “I dress 
classically: a dark suit, a jacket, a w

hite shirt 

and a tie for the m
ost part, or a pair of jeans, 

nothing elaborate.” W
hen it com

es to his 
favourite labels, he explains, “I have been 
w

earing H
ugo B

oss for a long tim
e; I really 

love their stuff. A
lso Isaia [the N

eapolitan 
m

ensw
ear label] m

ake beautiful suits.”
A

s w
e chat, Tucci notices the gleam

ing, 
state-of-the-art test kitchen. H

e crosses the 
studio and gets behind the stove, checking out 
the equipm

ent. H
e is passionate about food 

and cooking – again the result of his heritage. 
“I grew

 up in a fam
ily that loved food; it w

as 
integral to w

ho w
e w

ere and the w
ay w

e 
lived,” he says. “Thanks to m

y m
um

 and m
y 

grandparents on both sides, there w
as alw

ays 
am

azing food. It w
as the centre of life. O

ne 
grandfather w

ould m
ake his ow

n sausages 
and w

ine,” says Tucci, rem
iniscing about 

his childhood. “F
ood has becom

e a kind of 
obsession w

ith m
e, but it is m

ore than that: 
it is another lim

b or organ; it is part of w
ho 

I am
.” S

o m
uch so, he published a collection 

of beloved fam
ily recipes in The Tucci C

ookbook 
(2012). “Part of the reason for doing that w

as 
selfish, because I w

anted those recipes w
ritten 

dow
n for m

yself, and so m
y kids could have 

them
. I cook all the tim

e – I like to sit dow
n for 

a proper dinner – often just really sim
ple stuff 

like a m
arinara, a light tom

ato pasta sauce w
ith 

peas; it is great, incredibly com
forting, and 

really easy to m
ake. I m

ake dinner for the kids 
every night w

hen I’m
 at hom

e.”
H

e is also the author of The Tucci Table, 
published tw

o years ago, and w
ritten together 

w
ith his w

ife, an equally keen cook. They m
et 

at the 2010 w
edding of E

m
ily B

lunt, (Tucci’s 
co-star in The D

evil W
ears Prada) and actor 

John K
rasinski, appropriately enough in 

Italy, at G
eorge C

looney’s Lake C
om

o estate. 
The couple’s favourite London restaurants 
include Q

uo V
adis and D

uck S
oup. Locally, 

they like R
iva in B

arnes, and are also fans 
of the V

iennese restaurant, F
ischer’s: “they 

have great sausages, bratw
urst and all that 

type of stuff.” Tucci and B
lunt are particularly 

fond of The Ledbury in N
otting H

ill – and 
w

ith good reason. W
hen they w

ere dating, 
B

lunt w
as living in a flat above the restaurant. 

D
inner th

ere on
e F

rid
ay n

ig
h

t led
 to an 

un
usually g

risly b
on

d
in

g
 exp

erien
ce. “W

e 
w

en
t to th

e kitch
en

 an
d

 w
e w

ere askin
g

 th
e 

ch
ef som

e q
uestion

s an
d

 h
e said

, ‘I h
ave 

th
ese p

h
easan

ts,’ an
d

 h
e g

ave th
em

 to us 
an

d
 told

 us h
ow

 to cook them
. S

o w
e put 

them
 in the fridge and the next m

orning, w
e 

w
ere w

atching Saturday K
itchen, w

hich is 
appropriate I think, w

hile plucking pheasants. 
I know

 it’s ridiculous,” he laughs, “so rom
antic!”

Is F
elicity B

lunt intim
idated by her 

husband’s culinary skills? “N
ot at all, she is a 

great cook, in fact in a lot of w
ays she is better 

than I am
 because she is m

uch m
ore patient,” 

says the actor, w
ho is enam

oured w
ith B

lunt’s 
classic B

ritish staples. “H
er beef w

ellington is 
great. I had no idea w

hat a real B
ritish roast 

potato w
as until I m

et her,” he says dream
ily. 

“S
he does great roasts and an incredible pork 

belly.” C
ooking is creative, says Tucci, “taking 

w
hat’s in front of you and m

aking som
ething 

else.” In fact he com
bined his love of food and 

film
m

aking w
hen he directed and starred in 

the excellent 1996 m
ovie B

ig N
ight, about the 

running of an Italian restaurant. It is w
idely 

considered as the benchm
ark for film

s about 
food. The film

 has becom
e a classic, I say. 

“I know
, it is crazy, w

e w
ere just trying to tell 

a story about tw
o brothers, w

ith food at its 
centre, but it did turn into this classic after the 
fact. It cracks m

e up,” says the self-effacing 
actor, w

ho also starred in N
ora E

phron’s 2009 
film

, Julie &
 Julia, w

ith M
eryl S

treep playing 
A

m
erican cooking legend Julia C

hild. Tucci 
played her husband, Paul.

H
e is planning a third cookbook, but 

currently has a full-on film
 schedule. 

C
hannelling his roots again, Tucci plays “an 

Italian m
aestro w

ho is m
arried to a singer,” 

in the extravagant new
 D

isney retelling of 
B

eauty and the B
east, directed by B

ill C
ondon. 

E
m

m
a W

atson stars as B
elle and D

an S
tevens 

plays the B
east. “W

hen the spell is cast, all of  
the characters becom

e anim
ated objects,” he 

says. “I b
ecom

e a h
arp

sich
ord

 an
d

 m
y w

ife 
b

ecom
es a w

ard
rob

e. E
m

m
a T

h
om

p
son

 (w
h

o 
p

lays M
rs P

otts) b
ecom

es a teap
ot. E

w
an 

M
cG

reg
or plays the candelabra.” The appeal 

of the m
ovie is obvious. “It is so m

uch fun to 
put on m

ad m
akeup and a costum

e and then 
see this anim

ated version of yourself and do 
the voiceover.” It’s also an added bonus, he 
says, “to m

ake m
ovies that your kids can see.” 

The film
 w

as shot at S
hepperton S

tudios in 
S

urrey. “I try to consolidate m
y w

ork as m
uch 

as possible so that I don’t have to be aw
ay 

from
 the fam

ily,” he says.
The rem

ake is a m
usical, but Tucci points 

out that he doesn’t sing a note. “O
h god N

O
,” 

he exclaim
s, “luckily for everyone!” H

e told 
C

ondon, “I w
ould love to do this film

, but ➤
  

 

I cook a lot, as does m
y 

w
ife. I had no idea w

hat 
a real B

ritish roast potato 
w

as until I m
et her

PAUSIN
G FOR THOUGHT: 

Tucci is careful to m
ake 

sure he has plenty of 
tim

e to spend w
ith his 

w
ife and four children 

in addition to m
anaging 

his acting career and 
pursuing other interests 
and hobbies.
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➤
 if I have to sing, then I really can’t do it.” 
“The thing is I absolutely love m

usic,” he 
continues. “E

specially the classic ‘A
m

erican 
S

ongbook’, all those songs from
 the 1930s and 

1940s, like C
ole Porter. I know

 the lyrics and I 
w

ould sing them
 to m

y kids until they realised I 
w

asn’t a good singer. B
ut luckily they can sing.”

W
ith the photoshoot over, Tucci goes 

hom
e to the fam

ily, and w
e continue our 

conversation a few
 days later. It’s been another 

hectic m
orning. “I got up a little before 5am

 
to drive m

y son to school. They w
ere taking 

a bus to Paris for a rugby tournam
ent. A

nd 
then I cam

e back hom
e and got back into 

bed!” The actor has just m
ade him

self lunch: 
“Italian tuna fish w

ith a bit of cheese and a 
sorrel salad that I grabbed standing up.” O

ver 
coffee, w

e return to his career. H
e recently 

film
ed director R

ichard E
yre’s The C

hildren 
A

ct, based on Ian M
cE

w
an’s novel about a 

judge (E
m

m
a Thom

pson) tasked w
ith ruling 

on the case of a boy w
ith leukaem

ia w
ho is 

refusing a life-saving blood transfusion. Tucci 
plays Thom

pson’s husband. Later this year he 
stars as H

ollyw
ood m

ogul Jack W
arner in a 

hotly anticipated TV
 m

ini series, F
eud, directed 

by R
yan M

urphy (A
m

erican C
rim

e Story/G
lee) 

about the battle betw
een screen legends Joan 

C
raw

ford (Jessica Lange) and B
ette D

avis 
(S

usan S
arandon) during the m

aking of the 
1960s film

, W
hatever H

appened to B
aby Jane? 

“W
arner w

as a really horrible person by all 
accounts, w

ho kept adding fuel to the fire 
betw

een these tw
o w

om
en,” says Tucci.

Last m
onth, Tucci attended the B

erlin F
ilm

 
F

estival for the prem
iere of F

inal Portrait, 
an engrossing biopic about the life of S

w
iss 

sculptor and painter A
lberto G

iacom
etti. 

S
tarring G

eoffrey R
ush as the artist, it follow

s 
G

iacom
etti as he paints a portrait of his friend, 

the A
m

erican w
riter Jam

es Lord (A
rm

ie 
H

am
m

er) over a protracted series of sittings. 
B

ased on Lord’s book A
 G

iacom
etti Portrait, 

Tucci directed the film
. “I hadn’t directed for 

ten years, not since B
lind D

ate, and I really 
loved doing it; I m

issed it.”
H

e has been w
orking on the project 

for years. “I love art and I fell in love w
ith 

G
iacom

etti a long tim
e ago. B

ecause m
y dad 

taught art, I spent a lot tim
e going to m

useum
s 

w
ith him

. W
e lived in F

lorence for a year, so 
art w

as a huge part of m
y life grow

ing up.” 
W

hat does Tucci collect him
self? “G

iacom
etti 

prints are still kind of affordable,” he says. “I 
bought a num

ber of R
obert M

otherw
ell prints 

years ago; I really love him
. I love (R

obert) 
R

auschenberg (the A
m

erican painter), and 
then, w

hatever strikes m
y fancy. I like quite 

graphic things. I have a really nice R
ichard 

S
erra (A

m
erican artist) oil print I love that is 

sort of black and beautiful. The era I like 
is the 1930s and 1940s up until the 1960s.”  

Inspired across the board by his parents, 
“they are still around and doing great, thank 
god,” perform

ing w
as also an early interest 

for Tucci. “I acted in elem
entary school and 

high school; I felt very com
fortable on stage,” 

he sm
iles. “I actually felt m

ore com
fortable 

on stage than I did in real life.”
A

s w
ell as acclaim

ed stage perform
ances, 

in 2010, Tucci directed a B
roadw

ay revival 
of the K

en Ludw
ig play Lend M

e a Tenor. 
F

antastically versatile, he has starred in 
blockbusters such as The H

unger G
am

es and 
Transform

ers, as w
ell as sm

all independents 
such as A

 Little C
haos (2015), A

lan R
ickm

an’s 
last film

, in w
hich he delivered a terrific 

perform
ance as Louis X

IV
’s flam

boyant 
brother, Philippe d’ O

rleans. Tucci has never 
b

een
 typ

ecast an
d

 alon
g

 w
ith

 th
e O

scar 
n

od
, th

ere h
ave b

een
 n

um
erous accolad

es 
in

clud
in

g
 a G

old
en

 G
lob

e an
d

 an
 E

m
m

y 
A

w
ard

 for h
is TV

 roles in W
inchell (1998), 

another G
lobe for his turn as A

dolf E
ichm

ann 
in C

onspiracy (2001) and an E
m

m
y for his 2007 

guest acting appearance in M
onk.

“I’m
 not a classic leading m

an,” he says. 
“I am

 a character actor, although I’ve alw
ays 

thought in som
e w

ays ‘character actor’ w
as 

a redundant phrase.” H
e pauses and collects 

his thoughts. “To m
e an actor is som

eone 
w

ho takes on different personalities and you 
becom

e them
, and w

hen it’s over you get rid of 
them

 and you becom
e som

ebody else. I don’t 
w

ant to go through m
y life just as m

yself; it is 
m

uch m
ore interesting to pretend to be other 

people for a little w
hile.”

It sounds like his career is fulfilling. 
“S

om
etim

es it is just a job; you think ‘I have to 
do this show

 because I have to m
ake m

oney,’” 
he says candidly. I look surprised. A

fter all, 
Tucci is a H

ollyw
ood m

ainstay. “W
ell, I m

ake 
really good m

oney, but it’s not like a W
all 

S
treet guy m

aking X
 am

ount of m
oney,” he 

says. “A
ctors m

aking that sam
e am

ount are 
losing 25%

-30%
 to taxes, then another 25%

 
is going to the people w

ho represent you, 
because w

ithout those people you are never 

going to get the jobs. N
ow

 som
e of that 

of course is tax d
ed

uctib
le b

ut it is a h
ug

e 
am

oun
t th

at you are p
ayin

g
 an

d
 p

eop
le forg

et 
th

at. You kn
ow

, you h
ave th

e sch
ool b

ills to 
p

ay an
d

 th
e blah blah blah, and you think: 

‘S
hould w

e go on this vacation?’ or ‘N
o, w

e 
can’t afford to go on that vacation.”

Tucci’s financial goals are entirely relatable. 
“I have m

y lovely narrow
 house in B

arnes 
and I look forw

ard to paying the m
ortgage off 

som
eday.” H

e’s not com
plaining, though. 

“You know
, life is good,” he says. “I am

 very, 
very lucky. I love w

hat I do. A
nd there are som

e 
things that are incredibly satisfying. D

irecting 
m

ovies is fun. D
irecting a play on B

roadw
ay 

w
as great fun.” Tucci’s career highlights so 

far? “The Lovely B
ones w

as a very interesting 
experience but the subject m

atter w
as so 

difficult [he played a chilling serial killer] – that 
w

as probably the hardest thing I have ever 
done. Julie &

 Julia and The D
evil W

ears Prada 
w

ere am
azing experiences, too.”

Tucci is equally enthusiastic about 
fatherhood, raising a toddler in his 50s. “It’s 
great. You know

 w
here to put your energy 

now
, w

hereas w
hen you w

ere younger you 
didn’t. S

o now
 I am

 m
uch calm

er. It is a little 
tougher w

hen bending dow
n to pick him

 up,” 
he laughs. “You’re like ‘oh fuck!’ That w

as quite 
different 17 years ago!” The actor describes his 
w

ife ‘F
i’ as “an am

azing, extraordinary person. 
I got very lucky. It is hard to m

eet som
eone 

that you love and trust, particularly after a loss 
like I h

ad
, w

h
en

 you h
ave ch

ild
ren

, b
ecause 

you w
an

t som
eon

e to sh
are your life, b

ut if 
th

e p
erson

 is n
ot rig

h
t for your ch

ild
ren

 th
en 

you can’t have that – and you shouldn’t have 
that. There is, in a w

ay, survivor guilt that you 
feel w

hen you have lost som
ebody you love 

and w
hen they have suffered for a long tim

e 
and died w

ay too young.”
H

e says his w
ife is “an extraordinary step 

m
other. S

he cares for the kids like they are 
her ow

n, and it is a very tough role, being  
a stepparent.” W

as it challenging m
oving to 

London w
ith his three children? “N

o, I really 
love it here,” says Tucci, “and for teenagers, 
it is great. There is m

uch m
ore flexibility 

for them
 to get around. W

e w
ere living in 

W
estchester, w

here it is hard to get from
 point 

A
 to point B

,” says the actor, w
ho proceeds 

to rave about the Tube – yes, he uses public 
transport on a regular basis. “The m

ass transit 
here is fantastic. I had a m

eeting the other day 
at the O

ld V
ic and then I took the train to S

oho; 
it is just the easiest w

ay to get around.”
Tucci is also a big supporter of the N

H
S

. 
“D

oes it have problem
s? Yes, but if you w

ere to 
get rid of it that w

ould be an absolute fucking 
disaster. I m

ean, look at A
m

erica. Look at w
hat 

a disaster that is on the healthcare front – tens 
of m

illions of people w
ithout health insurance? 

It doesn’t m
ake any sense at all. I m

ean the 
healthier a society is the m

ore productive 
it is. It really isn’t that com

plicated.” 
The conversation inevitably leads us to 

A
m

erican politics, and the Trum
p presidency. 

H
e is a fierce critic, along w

ith the vast 
m

ajority of his H
ollyw

ood colleagues. Is he 
grateful to be living in the U

K
 just now

, w
ith 

a m
easure of detachm

ent? “I am
 glad I’m

 
here, although it doesn’t m

atter w
here you 

are, because you still love your country,” he 
reflects. “You still feel nauseated by the w

hole 
process and the result of that process [last 
year’s presidential election]. The people I am

 
m

ost concerned about are young w
om

en, 
poor w

om
en, single m

others w
ho w

ill be m
ost 

affected by his policies – anybody w
ho isn’t a 

rich, w
hite guy. It is very disconcerting w

hen 
you see the profound racial divide [in A

m
erica] 

and that intense m
isogyny. It is horrifying.”

B
efore our interview

 ends, and Tucci 
returns hom

e, on a m
ore positive note, I 

ask about tim
e off (if indeed that exists w

ith 
a toddler and three teenagers). “I love to 
exercise, it keeps m

e fit and it keeps m
e sane,” 

says Tucci. “I love to go to m
useum

s; I draw
 

and paint and cook. W
hen I am

 w
orking, I try 

to be at hom
e in the afternoon and put the 

baby to bed, then w
e all have dinner together, 

so w
e eat quite late but it is w

orth it because I 
w

ould rather sit w
ith the teenagers than have 

a hectic half-assed dinner.” 
A

s for future career plans: “I don’t know
 

w
here m

y next job is com
ing from

,” he 
rem

arks cheerfully. “There is an adaptation 
of a book I have done called C

ity O
f W

om
en, 

(w
ritten by D

avid R
 G

illham
) w

hich takes place 
in B

erlin during the second w
orld w

ar, that I 
w

ould like to do as a six-part television series.” 
H

e sighs. “There are still a m
illion things that I 

w
ant to accom

plish.” D
oes he have a m

otto for 
life? “W

ell I had this w
onderful acting teacher 

once called G
eorge M

orrison, w
ho alw

ays 
used to say, ‘go beyond w

hat’s com
fortable.’ 

A
nd I think that’s a good one.” ■

B
eauty and the B

east is in cinem
as now

. Transform
ers: 

The Last K
night is out in June.

FACIN
G FACTS: W

hile he 
loves living in London, the 
Am

erican-born actor is 
still very m

uch engaged 
w

ith w
hat’s going on at 

hom
e in the US, and 

is vocal in his opposition 
of Trum

p’s presidency.

 

Som
etim

es, it is just 
a job. You think ‘I have 
to do this show

 because 
I have to m

ake m
oney’

 

I’m
 glad I live in the U

K
, 

but it doesn’t m
atter 

w
here you are, you still 

love your hom
e country  
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